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The Nicholss Jarrot Mension, Cshokis, S5t. Clair.Couaty, -

) 111 inois.

by Otis Wimn, Murphysbore, Illinois April 1934

'~ Nioholas Jarrot was born in 1764, in Vssoul France. He
was eduoated as bafitted the son of & highly respsc‘bable fam— '
ily. Reynolds in his ‘Pioneer Hi_at_ory' implies thet “'_aronbles_ &
in France in 1790 ceused Jarrot to emigrate." .I.Ie first lamled
in America at Baltimore,and after viaiting Naw Drleam ;jaurney-
od up the Midsissippi river.

"First recorded date of purchaée cf property by Jarrot in _
Cehokis 18 1793. Another purchese of prd}iart:,r there. by him_‘.’?::r.é
as of 1795. It is recorded thet he lived in Cahokia sinoce
1796, though he might have and likely did live in Gahokia b~
fore this date, | . o

His first marriage was with Marie Barbeau of Prairie du
Rocher (recorded date not available in documents). She died
a few years later leaving him a deaughter, Elsie, whp in 1811
married & Dr. Tiffin.

In 1797 he married Julla Beauvais of St. Gsnaviaﬁ,foﬁ
morly of Kaskaskis and the daughter of one of the weslthieat
and most influential families of the French colony. To Julie
came the heritage of the wedding silver ladle, spoons and oups,
which had been her mother's Fellcite Jknis, wheti she married

Vital Besuvels in 1776.
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In 1798 the Jarrots' were living at Cahokis in a wooden

houge aeross the street from the "Holy Family Church." Kioh-

_o_lé_s Jarrot was rapidly eccumuleting a fortune by treding,and

in 1799 bsgan the oonstruction of the mansion whioh to this
.day boeers his name. The site ohosen 1s just sast = of . the . '
ohur‘éh end the building was ocompleted in 1806. It was the
secénd brick hqusé 'in the State and the Mississippl Valley.
The first wes et Keskeskia. All of the bricks were made on
the job. Glas.s for ths windows, mich of which is still in
élabe, wag shipped from France. No iron pails were used in
~Yhe §onstruction'ofl the building, but wooden pins were used

| where necessary. '

The house is a two story structure with full besement
end ettio. It is 33'-4" wide and 51'-0" loong end the plsn
chosen is now considersd of the Colonlel style. A lerge
Central Hall extends from front to rear (north and south) of
the building. Originally there were four rooms on the first
floor, two on either side of the Central Hall. Later (date
unknown ) the two rooms of the west end were converted into
one room by the removal of the dividing partition. The build-
ing has two sxterior doors on the first floor, both off <the
Central Hall. The froant door (north) led to a covered porch
heving four columns that appear to have been of the Corinthian
type. The rear (south) led to & raised pletform and was likely

pfo‘ﬁeoted by some sort of stoop, which hes now disappeared.




There is s basement under all of the original’ ‘building.
The baseoment is ﬁivided info three parts, correspording to the
Esst, Central end West three mejor divisions of the first floor.

A door unites the West and Central basement units. The West

unit does not directly oommumicate with the other units. The
West and Central units heve exterior doors upon the South,iidé ..
of thdlbuilding, with steirweys on the outside leading up to
grede level. Originally the Central unit of this besement was

used as the kitchen and food was served by slaves through =

hinged penel in the stairwey to other slaves, who in turn serv-
ed the food to the famlly end guests using the Centrel Hall of
the first floor as the dining room. A slave with a huge fan
stood at eech end of the Hall to keep the flies from ennoying
the gueets. The beewvment steirs indicate that the firast floor

Southwest room might have been used as the femily dining room,

with the Centrel Hall used for dining purpecses on special oc-
casions. Later, (date unknown) a wirg, which is now used eas
a kitohen, was added on the South and st the East end of the
building. This wing is entirely of wood construction. The
oonstruction indicetes that originally o window was loocated
whore the present interior door leading to the kitchen is pleo-
od. l

The stairs at the rear of the Central Hell lead to the

seoond floor hall which in turn leads to a large ballroom

which now extends over the East two-thirds of the front of the

second floor. According to Mies Margeret Babbs, "The ballroom
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| f:bfigihally extended entirsly across the front (north) of the ‘ 2
second fioor;”_ _Oﬂa large bed room is now located West of

t$§ baliroom. There weas and 1# 2 bedroom on the Eaet end

.anather on the West side of the rear (south) portion of the

second floor. Entrance to both of these rooms es well as the
ballroom end the stairs ;eadiné %o the attioc is frdﬁ the

stalirs leading ué from the first floor.

A narrow stair lesds from the second floor steir hell to
the attic, which was likely used as sleeping quartere for some
of the slavee. |

According to Miss Margaret Bebbs (see publicetion under
referencﬁs) "This.struoture reste upon & foundation of black
walrmt timbers with about two feet exposed sbove grade and
soveral feet hidden underground. These timbers were embedded
in charcosl which wae separsted from the earth by layers of
sand and gravel. Such care in the foundation was necessary
fﬁr_a building whose outside walls are eighteen inches in thiek—
nese, and whose interior partitions are also made of brick and
are sixtﬁan inohes thick. BEven the roof was built to endure.

It lssted one hundred years."

The bullding at the present time reets on & foundstion of
rough stons about two feet in thicknees. From all present in-
dications of basement walls; ohimney foundetions: fireplaoe in
the basement Central unit, where the cooking was originelly un-

doubtedly done; the rough stone basement floor; grede entranoces

on the South to the Central and West basement upnits; the care=



fully execubed details of the besement doors and windows and.ti1
the framing of the first floor supporting members, ths build-
ing must have beén bﬁilt upon.ité ﬁr@seﬁt foundation and not

a3 Miss Babb has stated. o

At present the original roof is oovered by a present day
flat tile roof.

From the planning, throughout the framing to the finish
detailing of this building, it givés evidence of superior work-
menghip and the best of materiala. It is a splendid building
today and bhas passed thru at least thres earthquakes . {those
recorded were in 1811, 1812 and 1818), sud many floods. In
the days when Nioholas and his_wifa_Julia lived here it must
have been a mervel to all ths people who oame to.Cahokia. A
mong those numbered were the Bonds, Shadrook Bond.being-the__
first Governor of Illinois; John Reynolds, Governor -N;nitn
Edwards, and perhaps Plerre Menard of Keskaskis, first Lieu-
tenant Governor. Indeed.suoh was the enviable place of Ca~
hokia in general ogteem that there is s tradition in the
Jarrot family, St-. Louis having no plece fipe enough in
whioh to entertain Le Fayette when he visited Ameriocs in
1825,~ they journeyedé over the Mississippi to the Jarrot
Mension for & ball. Francois Jarrot had just attained his
majority and with his mother received the diatigguished vis-
itor.

Nicholas Jarrot established the first school in Cahokia.

Samiel Davidson, a lawyer from EKentuoky settled in Cehokia in
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1808, Jarrot psrsuaded him ’co'ab-gmdcn his practioe and be- t.

come a gohoolmaster. The salary of four hundred dollars e A'
. -.ﬁear wa;_s paid by Jarrot sand 'tha.classes wsré held in the bell-
foom of his own mension. _

: Hiohb_las and. Julia Jarrot had six children. Ortance the
oldesf wes born in 1799; the other children wers Eugeﬁi_.o,Ffan—
oois, Vitel, Julia and Felioits.

Ortence, in 1818 married Robert McCracksn who oeme from
Ireland with his uncle, John Edger.. MeCracken'died in 1826

| and his widow merried Dr. Jemes L. Braokett. Marie Brackett,
one of her ehildren, married Judge Joseph Sibley in 1849,and

froﬁ .t.heir daughtaf Julis 'Miss Babb obtained hsr information
ooncerniﬁg the Jarrot fa.mi}.y history,

Bugsnie, ths sscond child, born - in 1801, merrisd Sem
u§1 Christie in 1823. There were four ohildren to this mar-
risge.

Frencois, born in 1803, did not marry and disd in 1837.

Vital, born in 1805, educated at. Gsorgetown ﬁnivsrsity,
s.erved in ths Black Hawk War, was a member of the Illinois
Gensral Aasembly, pert owner of the first railrcad in Illinois,
pablished the first newspaper in East St. Louis. Disd in 1877.

Julis, the fifth ohild,wes born in 1807. She married
three times. Her -hushepnds were Thomes Short, William Morrison
and Dr. Price.

The youngest child was Felicite, boran in 1813. Hsr hus~

bands were Mr. Tillman and Charles Weddell. It was customsry



'mass on Christmms. Felicite Jarrot wes acting as oollestor
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4o have & young ledy teke up the collsction et the midnight

the night the parsonsge was destroyed by firé. _
Nicholes Jarrot owned 25,000 aores of land, inoluding
mbét of present East St. Louls. Living under thé shadow of
the ehuroh, the oldest in Illinois thet is still in existence,
Nicholas Jarrotts life wes an gxemplary one. He and Mme.Jare

rot always preceded the family prooession in going to and from

'mass on the Sabbath.

.Nicholss Jerrot died on Friday, Deoember 8, 182d. ‘His
body lay in state in the great Central Hall of his manﬁion
while the ancient bell of the old church nearby tolled. his
pessing to the oountryside. . He légicburiad just East of the
church in the old burying grounds.

Mre. Jarrot oontimied to live in the old mansion with her
children and her grand children until the flood of 1844. There
hed been many floods before. The record of their-hpight.'may
now be found marked on one of the rear doors of the church.
When the Mississippi first begen to rise in 1844, the inhabi-
tants prepared for it. The Jarrots went out to the oabins af-
ter the negroes in skiffs. One ffoliasome grand child, Marie
Brackett dumped the ecock in the weter much to the latfer's ter-
ror. The gkiff was tied to the railing of the.stairway when
not in use. Some of the children learned to swim by being tied
to these aame banisters. The water finally got so high that

everyone had to move to their second floors. To avoid the une

s2-Cans




heaithjr stages of receding water the Jarrots went to St.Louis’

_whsf;;they remninqd.for_thrée months. Nothing oould berlook-
 §&,50.£ﬁ§t§ prevsnt—maréudera from stealing the ohuféh' vest~
ﬁanté'jhich were drying in the ballroom, e Catafalqpe with
candles ina set up to frigﬁtan ewey the suﬁ#rstitio&s._ﬂotﬁ-

1ng_uﬁs tak§n. . “

Qms.'Jarrot died in St. Louis in 1875 at the age of .
ninety-five. Ortence oontimued to 1live in the mansion un-
tilﬁher'death in 1886, when she was buried by the side of
her fami}yrin the ol& ohurch yard. |

| From.availabie rgcords the Jarrot mension passed direot-

ly from ﬁhe pbsssssion of the Jarrots to the.pessession of
the Holy Femily Church. The date of transfer is not record-
6d in aveilable doouments. At the present, grede school
clesses are held by the eisters of the Churoh, in the first
floor West room and the ballroom on the second floor, where
Samel Davidson teught the ohildren of Cahokia in thé fow
yeears folléwing 1809,

An o0ld stone smoke house and a well (in use today)
stand to the South of the mansion. An old oistern {now al-
most entirely filled with debris) is looated at the North

East oorner of the tmilding.
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